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engender;  
beget, procreate: to cause to exist or to develop: produce: to assume form: originate.

“Freedom is inextricably tied to the power to create one’s own image.”
– Jamal T. Lewis, cultural worker and multidisciplinary performance artist

Engender—a verb. Thus, an action, a process . . .

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895), renowned abolitionist, brilliant writer and orator, 
formerly enslaved black man, was the most photographed person of the nineteenth 
century. He loved photography, wrote about it (“Lecture on Pictures,” 1861; “Age of 
Pictures,” 1862; “Pictures and Progress,” 1864-65, are noted as his most successful 
essays on the topic1), realized its power and potential as a tool for reform, and 
harnessed it to shape the world’s perceptions of his humanity. 

“Self-proclaimed ladies and gentlemen of African descent likely braved 
stares on their way to the studio as they prepared to create a new visual 
archive of Blackness before the abolition of slavery. Privileged Black people 
convened to represent freedom.”2

At the Exposition Universalle de 1900 (1900 World’s Fair) in Paris, W.E.B. DuBois 
presented “…an honest, straightforward exhibit of a small nation of people, 
picturing their life and development without apology or gloss, and above all made 
by themselves…”3

People of color, Muslims, women; people who have been identified by dominant 
American culture as minority, marginalized, other, don’t wear those labels in the 
wider world. We are, in fact, the majority of the world’s population. Our intellectual 
and cultural contributions, Spiritual practices, and the unpaid, invisible labor of 
home and family making/sustaining—the stuff that keeps the human race alive and 
growing—are undervalued, except when drawn on to entertain, enrich and inspire 
the “powerful.” But we know who we are.

Artists and scholars like the three whose work is included in this exhibition, are 
working in a tradition that has existed much longer than the camera. Portrait, image, 
art; vehicles for collaboration and self-determination; opportunities for immortality. 

I will not speak for the artists whose work is shown here; they speak for themselves.  
I will not interpret this work; it speaks for itself. To bring the work of these artists 
together to be in conversation, to call in our communities, is a joy and a privilege.

MANY THANKS to Frank Konhaus and Ellen Cassilly of Cassilhaus for this 
opportunity, Phyllis Dooney, and especially to Jessina Leonard, for her grace and 
brilliance.

1 Stauffer, Trodd and Bernier ; Picturing Frederick Douglass
2 Cobb, Jasmine Nichole; Picture Freedom
3 Lewis, David Levering; Willis, Deborah; A Small Nation of People, epigraph, W.E.B. DuBois

FROM THE CURATOR, COURTNEY REID-EATON:
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We are who we say we are.

We are Saints.  
We are Legends.  
We are American Muslim Women,  
who reflect GOD’S light. 
We are Queer. 
We are Gender Non-Conforming. 
We are Black and Brown. 
We are People of Color.
We are White.

We are who we say we are.

We are Whole.
We are Brilliant.
We are Righteous.
We are Artists.
We are Scholars.
We are Activists.
We are Parents.
We are Partners.
We are Spouses.
We are Children.

We are who we say we are.

We are Worthy.
We are Enough.
We know what we know.
We know what we’ve done.
We know where we’ve been and 
what we’ve been through.
We know we were not meant to survive.
We know that none of us are free 
until we all are Free.
We know that we are building the world in 
which we want to Live and Love.

SELF-MEMORIALIZATION
– Courtney Reid-Eaton
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Kia
Gabriel García Román 

2016 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

NFS

Kia Labeija is a multidisciplinary artist born and raised in the heart of New York City’s 
theatre district, Hells Kitchen. She speaks frequently in public on the subject of HIV/AIDS 

and is an advocate for underrepresented communities living HIV positive, including long 
term survivors, women, minorities and children born with the virus.

“As I begin, again I am starting from scratch. I am filled with all the knowledge to begin. I have 
found again, what I have for many years searched. I am awake, alive in the daytime not only at 

night, where I begin. I believe in the power of the universe. That she will continue to be my guide.”

Khuwailah, Queen of Swords
Saba Taj 

2013 
Mixed Media on Canvas 

$2000

Carlos and Fernando
Gabriel García Román 

2016 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

$1700 
 

Both Carlos and Fernando are social workers focusing on the LBGTQ and Latino 
community in the L.A. area.  They have been married for 10 years.

FVCKTM 2015
Rasied on beans and family

Two pour-overs and sweet bread
We were in NYC, PHX, SB & now puro Los Angeles

I am 1978 California.  Parents from Michoacan. Pure fucking Queer!
A little nook for the family. Dreamers and bad asses. We are in love with our animals, those 

personalities. We are cosmic Chicanos from the stars.
Dancing. Searching. Running.

Nor from here but neither from there. Educated Pochos. Americans

We are Latinos for Obama and Juan Gabriel during the morning. AH-Ha!
I am 1977. E.L.A and Pico. Bicultural. Pure heart.

Stuffed peppers, Parents to Vida, Kiko, Montse and Teo

We are non-profit love. Breathing happiness.
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The Maine Attraction
Dancer, Actor, Singer
Lola Flash 
2016 
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450 This print sold.  Additional prints available in the edition.
2/10

Ignacio
Gabriel García Román 
2016 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 
$1500

Ignacio G. Rivera is a Two-Spirit, Black-Boricua Taíno, queer performance artist, activist, 
filmmaker, lecturer and sex educator who prefers the gender neutral pronoun “they.”

I live in this place called the middle. A place not yet defined, not yet understood, nor accepted. I 
am everything but never nothing, cause nothing doesn’t derive from anything, and I do!! Navigated 
their rules & gender regulations.  Not allowed to look like..... I come from pink sheets, flowered 
dresses, ponytails, babydolls, stuffed brash & make up, gender fluid-gender / gender-fuck.

I am every woman and I am every man....and I am none of that. I live in this dangerous place. 
I am the person I am. I was a girl...a woman.  All of it and more. Take all of me! Homophobia * 
Sexism * Femmephobia * Transphobia *

In my androgyny...guarded eyes stared intently trying to figure “it” out. These days, you are a (gay) 
man, and when you do, I remember my survival teachings as a girl.

Sherry Levine
International Superstar
Lola Flash 
2016
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10
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Sonia
Gabriel García Román 

2015 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

NFS

Sonia Guiñansaca is a Queer Migrant Feminist Poet, Cultural Organizer, and Activist 
from Harlem by way of Ecuador. In 2007, Guiñansaca came out publicly as an 

undocumented immigrant. She is the co-founder of some of the largest undocumented 
organizations in the country, coordinating and participating in groundbreaking civic 
actions in the immigrant rights movement. She has also founded some of the first 

artistic projects by and for undocumented writers/artists. She has emerged as a 
national leader in the undocumented migrant artistic and political communities.

Someone once told you that “even warriors need hugs”...and maybe these words will offer you 
comfort. There is never a single, nothing to hold all the ache...Today you were reminded that 

you are and not “Queer” enough, not “artistic” enough, not “migrant” enough...Today you throw 
away all the “undocumented, unafraid, unapologetic” t-shirts...away...for today you cry. Today you 

write. Today you make love to your Queer partner. Today, all femmed out you disrupt the gaze. 
Today you live and not just survive!

Sometimes...Most times you will find yourself blowing on dandelions...hoping that each seed will 
leave traces of lost memories somewhere in your homeland...or whatever is left of it. Blow it all 

off. Blow it all off darling.

Somewhere between blowing birthday candles and jumping double dutch you were made 
ashamed of your imagination. You are divine, remember that you are creating art that people 

can’t see yet.

Dear dad,  The return was too painful. I grabbed some flowers and some leaves from the tree 
nearby and I sneaked it between pages of my journal. Maybe then I can hold still the memories 

of your home. Chronicles of finding home after being undocumented.

Rev. Freda
Gabriel García Román 

2015 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

NFS

Alfreda “Freda” Lanoix, author of Go to Hell, is as irreverent and audacious as her new 
book. Fearlessly truthful and extraordinarily insightful, she views the world through a 

multi-faceted lens of laughter and self-examination. Freda has been a mover and a shaker 
her entire life. The truth is, she had to be. Born in Kansas City, Missouri, in 1955, Freda was 

the eldest of six children, charged with the responsibility of raising her siblings. Most of 
her time and energy was devoted to caretaking, peace-keeping, and making sure that her 

brothers and sisters felt loved and nurtured. The resulting desire to help those around her 
feel good about themselves became a need that would ultimately shape Freda’s adult life.

Freda left home at the age of seventeen, headed to Los Angeles in search of a connection 
with the father she never knew. That connection didn’t happen – but life did. Freda 

married, gave birth to a son and daughter, gradually accepted her sexual orientation, and 
ultimately was ordained in 1995 as an openly lesbian minister for Unity Fellowship Church 

of Christ. The following year Freda was named Unity’s Assistant Pastor, and in 1999, Rev. 
Elder Alfreda Lanoix became the Pastor of Unity Fellowship Church.



8

Jamal
Gabriel García Román 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 
2016 
NFS

Jamal T. Lewis is a cultural worker and emerging multidisciplinary performance artist 
living in Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn, New York, hailing from Atlanta, Georgia. He/She received 
a Bachelor of Arts in Music with concentration in Vocal Performance from Morehouse 
College, and recently received his/her masters in Media Studies at The New School.

Freedom is inextricably tied to the power of creating one’s own image: in that we dare to 
create a new world, everlasting evidence that we existed; that we lived and loved and created 
and cried and fucked and screamed and gave birth to ourselves over and over again a 
complicated embrace.  That is me!

I love myself enough to be who I am every layer, every contour, every contradiction. I love myself 
enough to be who I am: BLACK FAT GENDER TERRORIST.  A BLK FAG – who won’t hush his-
her mouth

DJ Lina Bradford 
DJ Extraordinaire, Activist
Lola Flash 
2016 
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10

Jennicet
Gabriel García Román 
2016 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 
$1500

Jennicet Eva Gutierrez is an undocumented trans Latina activist. She was born in 
Tuxpan, Jalisco, México. She is passionate about social justice. She lives in Los Angeles 
and is an active member of Familia: Trans Queer Liberation Movement.

Mi nombre es Jennicet Eva Gutierrez. I was born in Tuxpan, Jalisco, Mexico. I am the second 
youngest child of a single mother. My mother raised nine children. Growing up in a catholic 
religion, society that at times instilled fear and shame in my life, I have embraced them because 
they have shaped who I am. I am a proud undocumented transgender woman. I came to the 
United States when I was sixteen years old. My family risked everything and made the ultimate 
sacrifice to leave Mexico for better economic opportunities. Living in the U.S. I thought my life 
was going to be easier and with more opportunities. It is here when I fully began to explore my 
gender identity and began to experience the reality of being undocumented and brown. After 
years of living in fear and shame, I reclaimed my power and agency by interrupting the most 
powerful man in the world. Undocumented and unashamed transgender.
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Hope
Saba Taj 

2012 
Mixed Media on Canvas 

NFS

Sophia
Saba Taj 

2013 
Mixed Media on Canvas 

$2800 SOLD

Light Upon Light
Saba Taj 

2013 
Mixed Media on Canvas 

$6500
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Eric
Gabriel García Román 
2016 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 
$1500

Eric Trujillo is an outspoken HIV Positive advocate.  He lives and preaches against the 
stigma of HIV positive men within the gay community.

I want to address my HIV+ brothers who have disclosed their shame in being HIV+ along with 
the fear of anyone knowing about it, to you I say this. 
 
I am HIV+ and I am not ashamed. You are no less than any other person. Stand with me and 
fight this stigma.

Maesta
Saba Taj 
2013 
Mixed Media on Canvas 
$9000

Buck Angel 
Activist, Entreprenuer, Influencer
Lola Flash 
2017 
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10
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Ron Athey 
Performance Artist

Lola Flash 
2017 

Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10

Murray Hill 
Entertainer, Comedian, Mr. Showbiz

Lola Flash 
2016 

Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10

DJ Formika 
NYC’s Premiere Nightlife DJ, Superstar, Producer

Lola Flash 
2016 

Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10
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Cheryl Dunye 
Filmmaker
Lola Flash 
2017 
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10

Haddie
Gabriel García Román 
2016 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 
$1500 SOLD

Haddie Badjie is a multimedia journalist of Gambian descent.  She was raised in Kentucky 
and currently lives in Brooklyn.

Today I transcend. Today I live. I live with every formidable facet of my existance. The she, the brown, 
the queer. Today I’m not armed with the knowledge of which one, which part of my reality they’ll 
attack with fake promises of heathenic cleansing, white-washed fairy tails or the key to being 
the good woman I have the potential to be. I transcend. I reminisce of the days I sought refuge in 
daddy’s closet. Hoping my mother would recognize me when I came out. I live.
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Laura Luna
Gabriel García Román 

2015 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

$1500

Laura Luna Placencia is a self-identified Queer, Fat, Xicana, Bob Vivant Femme who 
lives and loves in Los Angeles, CA. She has been working with QTPOC community for 

over a decade. She’s the co-founder of the LA Femmes of Color Collective and the 
#FemmesofColorVisibility hashtag. 

Strength.  Vulnerability.  Community.  Chola Politics.  Crimpson lips.  Hoops and jet black liner as 
Xican@ Femme armor.  Sage Palo Santo, Ruda & Crystals my Femme Bruja tools.  Femmes of 

Color my <3 work.

Bakar
Gabriel García Román 

2015 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

NFS

Bakar Wilson is a fellow of Cave Canem and an alumnus of the Squaw Valley 
Community of Writers.  He has performed his work at the Bowery Poetry Club, 
Poetry Project, The Studio Museum of Harlem, and The Asian-American Writer’s 

Workshop among others.  His poetry has appeared in The Vanderbilt Review, Stretching 
Panties, The Brooklyn Rail, and Flicker and Spark: A Contemporary Queer Anthology.

I just mourned my former self.  One thinks about how we are very, very lovely, lonely, grapsing 
at parts of ourselves.  Your heart is gone.  Eyes give way to other tendencies.  When is the.  This 
place beckons in ways you won’t recognize until you arrive.  Its ghosts are yours now.  People all 
over you like wool, objectified sex.  It really does take one fuck to tie it all together.  This world is 
held in place by a criss-cross of metal and guts, glass and steel paneled tino compartments.  It 

is all a lie.  The work is allegory.

Emanuel
Gabriel García Román 

2015 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 

NFS

The author of the novel, Christ Like, the poetry collections Pier Queen, Americano: Growing 
up Gay and Latino in the USA, If Jesus Were Gay & Other Poems, Nefarious, Radiance and the 
spoken word/music collaboration album, Legendary –The Spoken Word Poetry of Emanuel 
Xavier, which inspired a choreographed dance presentation and a music video, Emanuel 

Xavier was named an LBGT History Month Icon by the Equality Forum, a nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to advance national and international gay, lesbian, bisexual 

and transgender civil rights through education.

A former homeless gay teen, Emanuel Xavier transitioned himself from a street 
hustler and drug dealer to become one of the most significant, daring, and unlikely 

voices to emerge from the spoken word poetry movement using political, sexual, and 
religious themes throughout his work. He survived an abusive childhood, abandonment, 

homelessness, addiction, and violence to speak openly about his experiences in hopes of 
inspiring others to pursue their dreams and live their lives to the fullest. 

ENTRY GALLERY
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Kay
Gabriel García Román 
2015 
Photogravure with Chiné-colle and Silkscreen 
$1500

Kay Ulanday Barrett is a poet, performer, and educator, navigating life as a disabled 
pin@y-amerikan transgender queer in the U.S. with struggle, resistance, and laughter.

1.) Likely someone will use the words “retard,” “slow” or “lame” like a daily uppercut on your 
existence.  Likely people will be like, “Let’s run, jump, hike and have events only in English.  Let’s 
all stand for only 4 hours!”  They will call on Frida and Harriet as a rally to defy the odds of 
POC and women, but ignore their disabled fabulousness.  They[‘ll think that your body is broken, 
your mind is broken, needs to be cured or ignored.  Bless every crack in the bones that makes 
the music of you.

2.) Are you a leader.  If you are not in an organization?  What happens when you are 
abandoned?  What if you cannot work?  Are you still valuable in the mission and the vision?  
Let’s decolonize the cool.  What is desirable for you?  Who gets to be beautiful?  Tell me?

Juan Fernandez 
Actor
Lola Flash 
2017 
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10

Robin Cloud 
Comedian, Writer, Director
Lola Flash 
2017 
Dye Infused Pigment Print on Coated Aluminum 
$450
1/10
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Q U E E R  I C O N S 
Gabriel García Román

The subjects in the series are drawn from many facets of the gender and queer spectrum, 
and these images give visibility to a population that’s generally under-represented in the 
art world. Finding inspiration in portraiture styles of Renaissance, Flemish and Christian 
Orthodox paintings, the series aims to elevate these multi-dimensional, powerful and proud 
contemporary figures. From the queer Latina fighting for immigration rights to the non-binary 
disabled Trans Filipino, the artist perceived these figures as heroes in their own right.  Applying 
a chine-collé technique to the photogravure process, the artist transmutes his subjects 
into icons, dovetailing textured collage and photography into one-of-a-kind prints. Though 
the depth of light in the prints gets flattened in the process, this repositions the portrayed 
“outsiders” as central to the narrative, just like saints, figures that are inherently worthy of 
attention, emulation, and storytelling.   Much like traditional religious paintings conferred a 
sense of safety and meditative calm on a home; the works in this series aspire to provide 
a similar sense of refuge that’s drawn from the inner grace of the subjects and projected 
outwards onto a world that might not always be safe.   

Most recently, the artist has invited his subjects to partake in the creative process by 
contributing writings of their own. These handwritten texts end up being an essential part of 
the composition, surrounding the subjects with their musings, poems and affirmations. The 
inclusion of these texts confers upon the prints a depth that is at once aesthetic and, most 
importantly, psychological. Indeed, by screen printing the text around his subjects, he affords 
the viewer a glimpse into their mind and sensibilities, further reinforcing the centrality of their 
position in this series.

L E G E N D S 
Lola Flash

These are the people who spearheaded a movement that wasn’t a given. They are actors, 
advocates, DJ’s, performers, and much more. They are the trailblazers who presented an 
honest vision that clashed against societal norms, as we knew them. They were not trendy, 
but instead were “trendsetters”. These actions alone placed them in harm’s way, because they 
could have been killed. But they were the lucky ones. And, many decades later due to their 
combined struggles and persistence, our queer and non-gender conforming communities 
can finally begin to live in their own skins. We are being acknowledged within institutions; as 
the legal system begins to give us long overdue rights in the workplace, equality in marriage 
policies, gender free lavatories and in many places, even school children are able to generate 
their chosen pronoun. 

This transparent progress has been issued in with the guidance of these icons’ refusal to be 
anything other than themselves. They were not complacent; instead they lived and still live 
their lives, often fighting daily battles of homophobia, transphobia, racism and sexism. Although 
we are still demanding equality, the state of affairs has changed dramatically, because of these 
folks. There is definitely a progressive mindset in America that is clearly in place. Where there 
was once no canon, each LEGEND in their own beautiful way, has harnessed a pride that 
transcends hate. They made it possible for the LGBTQ+ community to not only survive but 
to live a life of love.
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This exhibition is presented in partnership with the Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University.

A N - N O O R  ( T H E  L I G H T )
Saba Taj

As I was learning to read English in school, I was taught to read Arabic at home. My brother 
and I would sit at the kitchen table with our Qurans while my mother listened, correcting 
our mistakes as we recited aloud. But we did not understand what we were reading, because 
we were not learning the Arabic language. The marks on the pages served as signals for 
combinations of sounds that hung in the air without codified meaning. I read the entire Quran 
this way, as though it was music.

In middle school, I transliterated English words and phrases, particularly the naughtier ones,
using the Arabic alphabet. This hybridized writing was a kind of encrypted language formed 
through combinations of seemingly disparate parts. It was an exploration of the in-between, 
the liminal space that exists between “American” and “Muslim,” the truth that is in the 
hyphens and the intersections.

As a queer Muslim femme born and raised in a red Southern state, I grew up internalizing 
a lot of racist and sexist messaging. My work has been an outlet for undoing these toxic 
falsehoods and navigating the nuances of hybrid identity, countering the hegemonic 
representations of Muslim women that tell a one dimensional story of their oppression and 
lack of agency within a vaguely imagined “Muslim world.” This narrative is often coupled with 
a veneer of feminism – US imperialism and islamophobia disguised as a compassionate liberal 
who just wants to help these poor women by freeing them from their headscarves and 
bombing their families.

An-Noor is a collection of portraits of women that I grew up with in North Carolina, who 
embody a biculturality that is not a splitting, but an evolving kind of wholeness. The portraits 
center the subjectivity and dynamism of Muslim women, and offer a non-Muslim viewer entry 
points through beauty and shared or hybridized cultural symbols. Heavily allegorical, the work 
appropriates and subverts imagery from the Western/dominant canon of art and culture, 
illustrating that Muslims are a combination of many things, complicated by diaspora, highly 
individualized, and ever changing over time.


